A   GLIMPSE   AT   THE   EPOCH

Such a sudden enlargement of the physical universe
must inevitably exercise a mighty upheaval in the realm
of the spirit as well. Each individual, whether he wills
it or not, is obliged to think, to calculate, and to live in
terms of a new dimension; but before the brain has had
time to accommodate itself to these wellnigh incon-
ceivable changes, the emotions have already suffered a
metamorphosis, so that the initial reaction of the spirit
is a restless bewilderment, partly brought about by
anxiety and partly by a confused enthusiasm, with the
results that men lose their bearings and kick aside the
norms and the forms which hitherto have kept them
under control. Suddenly all that has seemed sure and
certain becomes a question for inquiry, the things of
yesterday appear antiquated and outlived. Ptolemy's
maps, which for twenty generations had been looked
upon as an irremovable heritage, were, after Colum-
bus's and Magellan's voyages, laughed at even by
children; works upon the cosmos, astronomy, geometry,
medicine, and mathematics, which for centuries had
been studied and accepted as unimpeachable, were cast
aside; all that had been was withered by the hot breath
of a new era. An end could be made of the endless
commentaries and disputations; the whilom authorities
could be given the go-by as though they were discarded
idols; the paper castles of the schoolmen fell down, and
the panorama was henceforward unencumbered. A
spiritual fever for knowledge and science arose because
of this colossal transfusion of fresh blood into the Euro-
pean organism, and the rhythm quickened. Develop-
ments, which had been going ahead at a measured
speed, were now goaded on, by this fever, to assume the
characteristics of a stampede; everything that had
hitherto been stationary was set in motion as if the earth
had quaked. The ordering of human life, which had
been carried on unaltered throughout the Middle Ages,
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